Seeing (atmospheric stability) and transparency (atmospheric clarity or clearness) are rated subjectively on 1-10 scales that are based on the guidelines provided by the American Association of Amateur Astronomers. 

Seeing Scale
Seeing is primarily influenced by atmospheric turbulence.  
The following scale is used to rate conditions:

1 :: Chaotic: lowest power stellar images unsteady

2-3 :: Severely disturbed: low power planetary/nebulae images unsteady

4-5 :: Poor: medium powers unsteady

6-7 :: Good: only high powers unsteady

8-9 :: Excellent: only highest powers soft

10 :: Superb: all powers steady


Transparency Scale

Transparency is influenced by cloud cover, relative humidity, and light conditions which illuminate airborne particulates, including light pollution, moonglow, and residual sunlight. 


The following scale is used to rate conditions:

1 :: Mostly Cloudy

2-3 :: Hazy; 1 or 2 Little Dipper stars visible

4 :: 3-4 Little Dipper stars; Milky Way not visible

5 :: 4 Little Dipper stars; Bright parts of Milky Way visible (Scutum starcloud)

6 :: 5 Little Dipper stars; Milky Way visible with averted vision

7 :: 6 Little Dipper stars; Milky Way visible

8-9 :: Excellent: 7 Little Dipper stars; M-31 visible

10 :: Superb: M-33 and/or M-81 visible
